SPRING 2010

JUDGE ALTON T. DAVIS TO SPEAK AT LAW DAY

Mike Richey, Law Day Chair

The Grand TraverdeeelanabwAntrim Bar Association is proud to announce that Michigan Court of Appeals Judge
lfthd2y ¢ 5F@Aa oAttt 0S GKS TSI GdzZNBR & Llfubge Baviks willspeakion a
GKA& &SI M@ thé K SentBry: Erdduring Traditions, Emerging Challethges
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Liberty Bell Award is given to a nattorney community member who is recognized for his or her community service in
raising awareness in others concerning equal access to the justice syltmminations for this award may be submit-
ted to Mike Richey throughApril 16, 2010
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include the presentation of the Liberty Bell Award, as well as announcement of the winners of the Student Essay Con-
6Saidz GKS aleé2Nna [g 5Fe& tNROfFYIFGA2YE YR GKS | yyadz

If you would like to RSVP for the Law Day luncheon, please contact Mike Richey8004@r mar@richey
law.com, on or beforé\pril 27, 2010

Annual Dinner and Meeting
Thursday, May 6, 2010

¢CKS D¢[! . FNJI!aaz20ArdAz2y !'yydadt S5AYyYySNI YR aSSiAy3
in Rotary Hall beginning at 5:30, followed by board elections and the presentation of the pro bono service award at
6:15. Dinner will be served at approximately 6:30.
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tion at gtlab@grandtraverse.org or 927 15.
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At-Large Board Members Needed

—

The GTLA Bar Association is seeking candidates fo

YCHILD GARE

GKNBS ald tFrNBSé 02FNR 2F Wi bruald steong ki, strong Fandies, strong communities. »SIN
terms begin June 30, 2010.

The Board of Governors is responsible for the budge . New! Values-based day care
programs, and _pglicy developmen_t of the bar associatil program for infant to preschoul
and the supervision of the Executive Directdhe Board :

children. ;
of Governors meets monthlyBoard members also servg
on committees and frequently chair committees. \\

¢KS o021 NR 27 320SNy2nNmg  Locatedat # i 4K
May 6th Annual Dinner and Meeting and interested mgr .~ 1100 Woodmere, P‘) )
bers should contact association president, Jo Bullis, at Ste. B, g
jbullis@wrcgt.org prior to April 6th. Traverse C ity '

Contact Molly Brown for your
SEEKING NOMINATIONS personal tour.
FOR LIBERTY BELL AWARD
421-3568
Each year, the Gr_an_d Trave{lseelanag childcare@gtbayymeca.org or
ntrim Bar Association awards the Liberty www.atbavvmea.or
Bell Award at its Law Day luncheon to a fior -9 Yy Aelie
attorney member of the community who has a distin-
guished record of raising awareness to others in the con'
YdzyAle 2F 2dzNJ t+¢g FyR Sldp—s 222~ ~ - oA A 2~ 2dza
system.
Specific qualifications of such an individual include: q Rozanski & Associates Inc.
. . . Enferprise consutianis working for your success

e Promoting a better understanding of the Constitu- =

tion and Bill of Rights as they affect our lives;

e Encouraging a greater respect for our laws and the o ) _ _ )

. We specialize in working with professional services

COUftS, firms. Our inftial consultation whara wea laarn mora
« Stimulating a deeper sense of individual responsib [ ~ @bout your enterprise and how we can help you, is

ity so that citizens recognize their duties as well as performed on a no-charge basis. We offer:

their rights; * Strategic and Tactical Planning
e Contributing to the effective functioning of the de- * Product and Service Research and Development

L f t and * SBales and Strategic Marketing

mocratic institutions of our government; - Operations Management

e Fostering a better understanding and appreciation . l‘:"'fﬂa"'zf““'}a' ':r']e“‘:'c’ﬂm""‘
H H : *inTtgormaticen | echnnoelogy
the rule of law with fairness and consistency. - Technical Writing
. R ; * Training and Courseware Development

L¥ e2dz 62dAZ R tA1S U2 y2° S| N
Liberty Bell Award, please contact Mike Richey at 947 Our world=class services are affordable and highly
4900, or mar@richelaw.com. Nominations will be re- affactive whether you ara & solo, small or madium
ceived throughApril 16, 2010 sized antarprisa.

2860 Lamglighter Dr., STE 100
Saginaw, Michigan 48603-2656
Phone: 088-225-2570  Fax OG0-064-0D621
Email: info@roranskiandassoc.com
WA rOZansHIanNE S SO0 COm
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Maximizing Returns and Minimizing Costs in Collection Lawsuits
Lawrence R. LaSusa

Due to current economic conditiondormal written agreement is not necessariowever, if
huge numbers of collection lawsuits argou agree to give the customer additional time to pay up,
being filed across the country every or arrive at some arrangement outside the normal course

day. However, in many cases, even of dealings, then a call to your attorney may be worth-

ﬁ\ ‘ when the lawsuits produce a favorablewhile. Put the terms of your agreement into letter form,

. judgment, they produce little or no re- with all of the terms stated in plain language, and send it
covery for the judgment creditorTo avoid this problem, to your attorney for review. The likelihood is that your ver-
when your business accounts are past due, or your cliesios can be used with only minor modifications, and this
considering a collection lawsuit, you needtodoyour gAf f al @S &2dz FGid2NySeQa T8¢
homework before you file a lawsuiDoing this helps you
maximize your results and better budget attorney feesand ¢ KS at I & dzLJ 2NJ St 4S¢ G KNBI
collection expensesThis article provides suggestions to
help you or your clients exercise skélp when pursuing If the customer does not answer your calls, or if the
collections and information for better collection results. OKSO1 Kl & 0SSy Ay GKS YIFAf 2

time for the final notice.No form letter can cover every
Follow a warm trail situation, but formatted letters streamline the process and
yield more consistent resultd/Vhen drafting your final
Hunters and trackers like to follow warm trails. Policdemand letter keep these things in mind:
feel the hood or exhaust pipe of a car to see if it has been

driven recently.No doubt, a cold trail is hard to fol- Even if you never want or expect to see this customer
low. The sooner you follow up on a delinquent account,again, resist the desire to use harsh languaggudge or
the better are your chances of collection. jury may be reading the letter in the future, so be assertive

but be discrete.
Ask and you shall receive
Be clear about what you wanMake your letter as

As a business owner or credit manager, the first quesasy to follow as possiblénclude an explanation of the
tion you should ask yourself or account representative isiccount (including interest and other charges that have
Did you ask the customer to pay our biNbbody likes to accrued), when you expect to receive payment, and who
ask a client or customer to pay awhether it is the front should be contacted if the customer has any questions.
line salesperson or the bosSitill, customers who pur-
chase goods or services expect to pay for what they get,  Just the facts, please
FYR 0ST2NB &2dz AyOdzNJ Fye FGl2NySeqQa ¥SSa YIS adaN® i
have been asked to pay. If the demand letter does not result in payment do

not hesitate to contact your attorneyPull together all the

If the customer has purposefully not paid their bill, information on the customer and the account that you
find out why the account is past dudhis is important ~ can. Prepare a simple letter of explanation for your attor-
information. You can find out if you have a business progey about the circumstances, including any possible coun-
ess or problem that needs fixing/ou can learn if your  terclaims.
product or service is defective or deficierBuch circum-
stances usually become the basis for nasty counter- Your attorney is not simply your hired guHe or she
claims. If the problem can be resolved without a lawsuit is your counselor, who can help you decide whether a col-
(or the threat of one) you may have saved a customer, lection suit is a worthwhile step to takéhe best way to
their referrals, and the expenses and lost opportunity ~ do this is to arm them with informationtere is what will
costs of trying to collect an overdue account. be most helpful to your attorney:

Make them put their money where their mouthis 1) How to locate the customefGive your attorney the .
If you are getting paid in full right then and there, a 0928 U 2 YSNDa odzdAysdaa ylVYSz | F
including the same for any affiliated companies operated
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by the customer.Include individual guarantors or anyoneamount recovered.Other attorneys handle collection
else that may be jointly obligated on the del$ocial secu-matters on an hourly fee basi#n either case, you should
rity numbers and FEINs are particularly helpful. SELISOG G2 Lre rit GKS | dd2Ny
lawsuit, regardless of recovery.

2) How to locate their assetd.ell your attorney every-
GKAY3 @2dz (Y262 2N OFy RAaGpegdhdld 500 in2edalifees ddcoud dosts 1B pus NI
sets, from their bank accounts and other business assetue a judgment only worth $7,500, which has a low prob-
to whether they own a home and where it is lo- ability of recovery, is bad busines&greeing to a one
cated./ KSO]1 @2dzNJ NBO2 NRa T2 Nhird@®htMgéniifeeda $100,800 aimawiti? atfro st d e
checks.The Secretary of State will generally provide youain recovery is also bad business if the case is simple and
with the name and location of businesses operated by aonly requires minimal attorney timeAsk questions, and
corporation under other assumed name¥our attorney  do not be afraid to negotiate with your attorney.
can follow up to determine whether or not any of these
other businesses are open, operating and have available The bottom line is simpletf you do your homework in
assets.Likewise, your attorney can check with the countgdvance, you may be able to avoid the expense of a law-
AY B6KAOK (KS Odza G2 YSNIDa osditiBuyifyawshavk & ust thexbuitsS your prgpRratigni (i K
Secretary of State to see if other creditors have securitywill help you work with your attorney to decide whether a
AYGiSNBadGa 2Nt ASya 2y |t fcoligchdn sult islikelyzofproduee Sosttedtiieres it &

and ultimately will help you to negotiate the best possible

3) Names, addresses and phone numbers of other vamangement to pursue your case to successful conclusion.
dors who may have similar problem#/hat, if anything,
have you found out from other business people in the
community? Avoid spreading false information that may
lead to counterclaims for libel or slander, but collect wh
ever information you can about the customer and their
ability to pay other businesses.

Lawrence R. LaSusa is a principal attorney of LaSusa

aw Offices, PL®4r. LaSusa has extensive business and
itigation experience He has served as an Assistant Attor-
ney General of lllinois, and Chief Litigation Counsel for two
multi-billion dollar companies. Mr. LaSusa is admitted to
practice law in Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin, as well as
ayery Federal District Court, including the Trial Bars, in
each of those statesHe graduated from the University of
(lel)l)'nois and the DePaul University College of Law.

4) A credit report.Either you or your attorney can or-
der a credit report from LexisNexis, Dunn & Bradstreet,
other reputable credit reporting serviceg€redit reports
help locate property and other attachable assets that m
be liquidated to satisfy a judgmenT.hey also provide in- Mr. LaSusa can be reached at info@lasusalaw.com or
F2NXYIFGA2Y Fo2dzi GKS Odza G 2281890Ql6. 0 dza Ay Saa 2LISNIGA2ya 6
as a recent business change, which may alert your attor- © 2010 by Lawrence R. LaSusa
ney to other concerns), and other public record activity
that may be useful to know when seeking to collect the
debt. In short, even if you think you have collected
enough information on the debtecustomer, paying for a
credit report may be money well spent when deciding
whether to pursue a collection lawsuit.

NORTHERN MICHIGAN REAL ESTATE CONSULTANTS

Decide whether a collection lawsuit should be filed

Litigation Support Services
|
|
3]

B Competent Advice

Nobody should hire a painter for their home without
getting more than one estimate and checking refer-
ences. Your approach to hiring an attorney for a collection
lawsuit should not be any different.

Appraisals & Appraisal Reviews
Valuation Analysis
Valuation Strategy
Some attorneys pursue collection cases on a contin-

gent fee basis; meaning that the attorney does not charge
any legal fees and only gets paid a percentage of the

Michael Tarnow, MAI » Mark Faucher, MAI

413 North Division Street, Traverse City, Michigan 49084
231-941-1001 = marnow@nmrec,Com * WWw.Nmrec.com
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Heard in the Halls

7

Wendy K. Baile¥y LINS&ASYyGdSR | 42 Ndach&dat 922680, Hig fazuslwM heAnrcivil litigation
gration History:CNR2 Y I [ S3I f t SN& Li&Ging €ndlEbusingss tiams&tionsSinfellekct@al property
I NBF 22YSyQa | A& wpichiway HeRerightsireal dbtRemsdsactions and oil and gas law.
¢ Perspectives on Immigratiamm March 21, 2010.

Mr. Lynch earned his law degree from the ChicKgat
Andrew J. Blodgettan attorney with the College of Law, lllinois Institute of Technology in 2008, and
law firm of Smith Haughey Rice & Roegdds BS degree from MSU in 2004. He is a member of the
has been selected by the Michigan De- State Bar of lllinois and State Bar of Michigan.
fense Trial Council to receive the organiza-
GA2yQa D2t RSy DI @Sf | al NRle law office of Bethany C. Warner & As-
sociates in downtown Traverse City would
like to announce thaRichard P. Martel, Jr.
has joined the firm.Mr. Martel received
his undergraduate degree from Michigan
State University and his Juris Doctorate
from Detroit College of Law at Michigan
State University.

The annual award is presented to a Micl -
gan attorney who has been in practice fc ' g
less than 10 years and has demonstrate J
significant professionalism and courtesy in the practice :
law; significant achievement in charitable endeavors, c
munity involvement, and pro bono representation; lead
ship and advancement of young attorneys; and achieve-
YSyild 6AGKAY 2ySQa I NBF 2F MINWadef willd8 fdcusing his practice on estate plan-
ning, while also practicing in the areas of business repre-
Maurice A. Borderhas become a member in the Travsentation and real estate.Mr. Martel is accepting new
erse City office of Sondee, Racine & Doren, a civil law ficirents and can be contacted at (231) 9228 or rmar-
His practice is concentrated on litigation, specializing in tel@warnerlaw.com.
insurance coverage and real estate.

—

Michael B. Newmarhas become an asso-
ciate at Sondee, Racine & Doren, PLC, a
civil law firm with offices in Traverse City
and Gaylord.His practice is concentrated
in civil litigation, commercial transactions,
and disability law.

Leelanau County Prosecutdwseph T. Hubbednd
Chief Assistant Prosecutbioug Donaldsomeceived their
five and tenyear service awards from the Prosecuting A
torneys Association of Michigan.

Lee Hornberger'airticle "Settlement Agreements for
Employment Termination Cases (with Sample Clauses Mr. Newman is a graduate of University of
Forms)", which he cauthored with Lansing attorney KiffiConnecticut, and the University of Miami School of Law,
Ford, was recently published in the March 2010 edition @fhere he contributed as a writer to the Law Review. He
The Practical LitigatoiThe article was adapted from the was a litigation attorney in Cambridge, MA for 12 years
ALIABA besseller,Defusing Workplace Tirri@ombs before relocating to Traverse City.

H. Wendell Johnsorof Smith & Johnson, Attorneys, Edward W. Ricltwww.ewrichpc.com) has
P.C. was recently appointed to the Board of Trustees of been added to the American Arbitration
the Leelanau Township Community Foundatidime LTCF Association Roster of Neutrals for general
is the third oldest community foundation in Michigan and commercial arbitration and was also re-
this year is celebrating 65 years of philanthropyhe cently accepted as a Certified Arbitrator
Foundation administers contributed funds and awards with ARIAS, the AIDA Reinsurance and
grants to projects that enhance Leelanau Township in the Insurance Arbitration Society. He contin-
areas of arts and culture, education, the environment, ues to be available for mediation, estate
community and economic development, human services, planning, and business and finance and
health and wellness, recreation, youth and seniors. litigation assistance work.

John Patrick Lynchas joined the law firm of Deborah
Lynch, PLLC as an Associate Attorney. Mr. Lynch can be




